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lITians
oppose
common
entrance test

NEW DELHI: While the human
resource development ministryis
ready to conduct a common en-
trance examination for Indian In-
stitutes of Technology starting
2013, asection of IIT students are
opposing the proposal. * -

Students say the move will di-
lute the quality of ITs and the sin-
gle entrance exam will put more
pressure on students, II'T-Delhi
students also held a press confer-
ence on Tuesdayto show theirob-
Jection against the Union HRD
ninistry’s proposal.

“The new pattern plans to give
40 per cent weightage to marks
obtained in higher secondary
board exams, There are chances
of more students getting through.
Those who manage to score high
in board exams but who are not
skilled will also get through,” said
anIT-Delhistudent.

“Different educational boards
across the country have different
marking patterns. While it is easy
to score in CBSE, it is difficult to
score high in certain boards,” said
anotherstudent, The Union HRD
ministryplanstointroduce acony-
mon aptitude-cum-advanced
knowledge test to replace the ITT
Joint Entrance Examination and
the All-India Engineering En-
trance Examination in 2013, The
test scores in the new pattern will
have 60 per cent weightage in de-
ciding merit, while school board
markswillhave 40 percenit weigh-

tage. The proposal also includes -

introduction of percentile system
for marks scored in board exams,

f

Dainik Jagran ND 15/02/2012
p-3

T I X Sonfrafi &

U Q9 gdian

7 R, Tkl « 3 b Sifgm
H¥en3d § e PUEN AT e
¥ I U AR T B R S
fRren i § < agema o1 then fory
2 | 31 T & M3 3N 2 & 3
SRR B ¥ e P

e 37eTm Uiemd =Y g1 sma
A T A RS 3R G
B TR TOR 2 P & Wi o o
fauig form 2 | IR s S
U URE (3R M
AT 2 areh T8 Udtan Q) ool A
ERR | OB T 3A AR g wE R
B AE G RN 1A o &
TRl U, srnEd afeg Ak

. RN H WIS T

RN e W W S Efwfm

. “leloll ¥ Riie & R v & v

Tt i @ o e oy
HITT 904 s o ot EIER|
213 TR & afgen S R 3
RERE AR B 39w ared) A whan
B U 37 off wraw @ | aeed) 9
UE & UTis 4 ST 40 BRR 3

_____



Hindustan ND 15/02/2012

3T 3l B
] 6 5| 3 R

theJetl efera

W (P amdemddy et

LT

CERIEIE U ELEE
T wwﬁaﬂl

EUE RN

gifard # foran & 1=

T BT & AT H & aTA < §Y
A A FI |

ML FAR

T ST &

wﬁa@@wﬁﬁﬁaﬁwﬁ%
o7 3TTERIT S & T & 3R
A IR A GRS T 15T
s frafa S S e g 1 faew
T T~ UEE] 3780 TR
& i W ITFH TOHET 31 31

{REL

g | T U & USAHT

ferarea diftra 3 1 = o7
1 foh 39 3TRTET ST WS
Vw7 § ISA R A
S T U IR TS| IZA |
TR Fi et sreamen ot fear

Page 2 of 15

Indian Express Ahmedabad 14.02.12 p-4

II'T-Gn

gets two

solar power plants
for research

" ADAM HALLIDAY

AHVIFDABAD FEBRL ]ARY l 3 '_

setup atthe Indian Institaie
of Technology, Gandhinagar

(IET-Gn) o help students
learn-and study varions as- -
- cug an whether pancls-can
- be-recycléd or, il not; how
“can ~they - be - disposed of

pects ol the subject, -
~Aspaflol an understand

ing with-the US-based Un- -

Laboratories ..
(UL); which tests and certi-".
fies praducts; the two plants
—=cach ol 10 kWp (kilowalt -
peak) capacity = have beeni™ -
sel-up-at I-Gn's-carrent -
campus; witli the option of 7

shifting it to thenew campus

derwriters

when théinstitaie moves.

“The first plant wis spon-
sored by NTT Facilitics,-a -
Japanese company, and set
~This aspect woild focus on
~rdrawing a protocol 1o guide
~fircfighters on how fires that
argeither caused by electrice

Jty from PV panels.orin
Cplaces with PV inﬁhﬂlfni{')ns -
should be tackled.-

upand connected onlicdast
day ol 2017 1 is made ap of

thin {ilm CIS technology - -~
“The second - plant, -in¥:

stalled one weck ago, 'was

spansored by the Gujarat’”
-Dievelopment
Agency (GFDA)'and manu- -
[actured by Jain Irfigation”

Encigy.

Systems; wanIndian com:

pany: It is made up of poly-"
crystalline silicon materials
Together; the dlants have
the - céipicity to - produce’
30,000 kWh-(kilows i -hoor)
per anniam, and authorities
~seafch is also-{ocusing on
~making accarate shortterm
~predictions of energy outpui

calénlate it would cut-117T=

Gn’scarbon emissions byas
maich as 15 metrictons over’
25 years, the expected ]lfL of -
_ - plarits, “Making predictions

“There are hundr cds of' -
PV plants inthe country now
Cuouns monitoring -that -we

theseplants:

thanksto the National Solar

Mission; bt I.dor’t think’
anyonehasanyideawhat 1o
dowiththem once theif life-

cvc]{:'i rom oat;”

may- (Ghoroi, -an - assistant

“professorat [ET-Gn's chiemi-
< galengincering departmerit.,
TWO pholovo]huc (PV) 50- .
lar power plants have been -

~Ghoroi -is~leading 4 re-

search with his colleague ™
*from theelectr ical engineer-
Lihg dcp’nlmom Naran Pm-
“doriva, T )

“The rescarch v\ou]d fo-

safely; Also, the panclsin the

“two plants are made-of dif-
ferent- material: Which -is™

bettér in terms of durability
and -cffi(:icn’bw'wi]] also e

studied.” he said:

Another - mmu of re-

‘search will be the fire safety
~aspects that would fall in fine
~with Ulls-agreement with

TG, which has- glready
sctup anationdl fireregistry.

“According 1o I’mdm iva,
HT-Gnand  Vishiwakarma
gollege ~= the two-institutes
lemporarily share a campus™

~—has a total contracted des

mand of 350 kilowstt, and the™

~20kilowatt from the plantsis
~helping bring this down.-

-Pindoriya said that thg'res

Trom -the above said solar

[or solar plants requires de:
tailed forecasts. The contin--—

have set up- for the . two

‘plants here can give us the
" 1ools tamake sach-fore:
said Chin-

casts," hesaid:
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Research papers will be available in publicdomain

Vasudha VenuEXBTERIC, HO‘

2 In&mﬂhkﬂwmmmm
allow Interested users to freely download and use documents.

2 National Centre for Science Information has over 32,000
publications on physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics and
engineering.

< Last month, the Institute of Mathematical Sclences, Chennal
launchied its new open-access reposttory. The repository
provides open access to research articles on physics,
mathematics and theoretical computer science.

< Eprints®MDRF is the Dpen Access research outputs repository
of Madras Diabetes Research Foundation. Research outputs of
MDRF - journal papers, conference papers, reports, theses,
patents etc. - are uploaded by MDRF scientists.

IIT-Madras intends to make cirele of knowledge complete

2012-13 was declared the year of science by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh last vear, and there is a lot of effort
being made all over the country to not only intensify the quantity and quality of research but also ensure greater
access forall. Forinstance, IIT-Madras plans to make available its research papers in all disciplines online, in the
public domain. The institute already provides e-learning through online web and video courses in engineering,
science and humanities streams through NPTEL.

The attempt now is to convince faculty members to upload their research papers into the institution's repository,
says Mangala Sunder Krishnan, Web Coordinator (NPTEL). The move will not only benefit students and faculty
members but will also help the circle of knowledge to be complete, he says.

What IIT- Madras plans to do is follow an Open Access policy that would make the access of journals and scientific
research public and many other educational organisations plan to follow suite. “Most research publications stay
locked up in commercial journals and are inaccessible to many. Open Access is the best way to ensure that research
produced in the developing world gets wider visibility,” says Francis Jayakanth, a library-trained scientific assistan
based at the National Centre for Science Information, the information centre of the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore. Mr. Jayakanth has been instrumental in creating an institutional repository ePrints@IISc that has over
32,000 publications by researchers.

Subbiah Arunachalam, distinguished fellow at the Centre for Internet and Society explains: “A research produced b
the Tuberculosis Research Centre in Chennai which would be of great relevance to researchers, say in a university i:
Maharashtra, may not be even noticed by the scientists there. Both groups receive funds from the same source -
Government of India - and yet what one does is not easily accessible to the other. “Open Access would bridge that
gap and make information available to everyone,” he says.

Open Access repositories would help authors place their papers in an interoperable institutional open access archis
and anyone with an Internet connection can access it. Researchers say that in most reputed journals, it takes almos
six months to get a paper published, and most insist that the paper is removed from the internal repository of the
author's institution once it is published. “But 70 per cent of the publishers are now fine with the authors taking the
pre-print of their paper uploaded in the repository. And since in open access, every thing is peer reviewed, the
quality is never compromised,” says Mr. Jayakanth.
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While institutions such as IIT- Madras subscribe to over 2,000 journals, many colleges under Anna University and
University of Madras have access to just about 1,500 journals. “There is almost Rs.10 -12 lakh that the institution
spends on journal subscriptions so unless there is funding, many self-financed colleges prefer not to subscribe to
journals and go for a few mandatory ones prescribed by AICTE. Students and researchers have no way to acquaint
themselves with recent updates,” says D. Krishnan, professor, Anna University.

Even if you go through consortiums, you have to spend Rs.20 lakh which many smaller R&D organisations cannot
afford to, adds P. Ramamoorthy, librarian at Sameer- Centre for Electromagnetics, a government-funded research
agency. “The restrictions imposed by many commercial publishers do not allow one to legally share the published
oulput of his result with his colleague. Open access will relive authors of such hassles,” he says.

Times of India, ND 15/02/2012
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lIMs make Asia-Pacific top 10 again

B’lore, Ahmedabad & Kolkata Institutes Joined By Three Others In Top 30

Shruti Susan Ullas | Tnn

Bangalore: The Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (IIMs)
— Bangalore, Ahmedabad
and Calcutta — continue to
be the quality B-schools in
the country.

Thetrio has figured in the
top 10 in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. The QS Global 200 Busi-
ness Schools Report 2012 has
put these B-schools among
other Indian schools in the
globalrankings.

IIM-Ahmedabad is rank-
ed second, IIM-Bangalore’s
rank is fifth and IIM-Calcutta
isrankedeighth.

IIM-A and IIM-C have
shown the biggest improve-
ment in employer cpinion
this year in the region by im-
proving four places.

Indian School of Business

TOP OF THE PACK
1. INSEAD, Singapore
2. I'M-Ahmedabad

3. Melbourne Business
School, The University of
Melbourne

4, National University of
Singapore Business Schooi

5. 'M-Banglore

6. University of New South
Wales, AGSM MBA Programs .,

8. IM-Calcutta
9, China Europe Intérnational
Business School (CEIBS)

10. The HKUST Busines:
School ,

{Source: Q% Global 200 Business School Report
has been ranked seventh, SP

Jain Institute of Manage-
ment and Research is at 16

7. Indian School of Business™

and Indian Institute of For-
eign Tradeat21.

INSEAD, Singapore is
number one in the region for
the third consecutive year.
Melbourne Business School
(University of Melbourne,
Australia), NUS Business
School, (National University
of Singapore) and University
of New South Wales were
some of the other institutes
that featured among the top
10intheregion.

“. The QS global report,

which originated in the early
1990s, provides a detailed
overview of the most popular
business schools around the
world based on information
given by global recruiters.

It lists out 200 business
schools from which employ-
ers prefer to recruit MBAs,
The ratings are made region-

wise (Africa and the Middle
East; Asia-Pacific; Europe;
Latin America; North Am-
erica) and MBA specializa-
tion ratings.

According to the report,
even though business schools
in the United States and Eu-
roperemain the mostpopular
destinations for MBA,
schools in other partsm, like
in the Asia-Pacific, are gain-
ing popularity.

“Business schools in the
Asia-Pacific region are look-
ing at the standard of top
American and Eurcpean in-
stitutions as indicators of
how they compare and where
they could improve, Further-
more, the economic growthin
some Asian countries, partic-
ularlyin China and India, has
heightened the demand for
more accredited business

schools in the region in order
to train the next generation
of successful business lead-
ers,” says the report.

“IIM-Bhas shown graduat
improvements in the ratings,
climbing from sixth (2009) to
fifth (2010) and this year mis-
sed the top cluster by just 2.7
points,” the reportsays.

However, there is a worry
about international student
enrolment.

“Many of Asia’s business
schools lack in international
student enrolment, causing
concern among employers
who are looking for gradu-
ates to work in a multin-
ational environment,” the
report says.

The percentage of inter-
national students in IIM-A,
OM-B,IM-CandISBis1,10,3
and 5respectively.
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= Sibal: IT to be backbone

KNOWLEDGE
NETWORK TO LINK
VARSITIES: SIBAL
MUMBAL ‘T'¢lecom minister
Kapil Sibal on Tuesday <aid
that the I'T industry would
be the “backbone of trans-
formative economies” glob-
ally as well as at home. The
government is working on a
dedicated knowledge net-
work that will connect 604
universities and 30,000 col-
leges across India, he said.
Sibal also said that 250,000
villages will be connected
with a fibre optic cable net-
work, which will help in var-
10U e-fovernance projects
and all kinds of government
SCTVICPS, HTC
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Clouds of doubt over Aakash

-FEW months ago,
Aakash tablet was
launched with full
fanfare and during
its launch Union
HRD minister Kapil Sibal said,
“System of education in India
would change dramatically
due to access of low cost tablets
to students. The tablet shall
help enhance the quality of
learning of children.” This cer-
tainly was a giant step in im-
proving of school and college
education. However, days after
the big bang launch of the
Aakash tablet by the govern-
ment, doubts were raised over
its efficiency and durability. If
experts of the industry are to
be believed, technical flaws, no
hands-on experience, and the
total cost of procuring it make
the much-hyped gadget a dis-
appointment for the buyers.
There are issues such as
the gadget may not be able to
perform multiple tasks be-
cause the Android OS applica-
tion would require enough
memory to run a few applica-
tions and graphics. This can
be understood from the fact
that the cheapest Android mo-
biles from ‘Spice’ are equ-
ipped with 600 MHz proces-
sor, whereas the Aakash has

just 336 MHz processor. So, -

half of it would always be kept
on use for just running the
OS; the tablet has low battery,
2,100 mAh and experts say
that Aakash does not have a
powerful battery backup ei-
*ther. A longer lasting battery is
important for a hassle-free ex-
perience on a gadget like
Aakash with a comparatively
big screen; the screen resolu-
tion is also very poor, screen
reflects the light, and at its
maximum brightness too, the
tablet’s display is poor in
bright conditions; it has resis-
tive touch screen; moreover,
with just Wi-¥i option, poor

[ connectivity. is)"a big impedi- ., deadlines.and alse forprovidus wprice shonldifusthen redueec
»ment for usersin rural areas. “ing poor customer support..
The spat between IIT Ra-

Even the major metropolitan

Arun Nigavekar

5

gadget a disappointment for the buyers

cities in India struggle to pro-
vide Wi-Fi networks through
the service providers, so one
can easily imagine how will
the users get the Wi-Fi net-
work in rural areas?

The Aakash tablet is de-
signed, developed and manu-
factured by a Canada-based
firm called Data Wind in coor-
dination with 1IT Rajasthan,
However, it seems that Data
Wind, the manufacturer of
the tablet is uncomfortable
with the test standard of the
IIT Jodhpur. In addition, the
Data Wind has been on the re-
ceiving end of harsh criticism
after it missed several dehvery

jasthan and Data Wind has al-
ready delayed the supply of
the Aakash tablet. According
to reports, the government is
now taking away responsibility
of the procurement of Aakash
tablets from IIT Rajasthan
and Data Wind is given an ex-
tension for supplying tablets
only till March.

But that's not the end of
the problems for Data Wind.
[t seems that the government
is unhappy with the company
after various faults were de-
tected in the Aakash tablet.
The HRD ministry now de-
sires that the devise is made
more indigenous and the

- IIT Mumbai and IIT Kanpurr
are likely to be involved to ad-

- Mission:

FAULTLINES: Technical flaws, no hands-on experience, and the total cost of procuring it make the much-hyped

dress these aspects. It is alsp
reported that PSUs such as
ITI or Telecommunications
Consultants India (TCIL) are
being considered for procure-

ment of Aakash 2 tablets.-

Moreover, 1IT Rajasthan will
be no more involved in the
drafting of specifications and
features of the Aakash 2

" tablets. It will be taken care by

the department of I'T, ministry
of communications and IT A
special committee headed by
the IT ministry is going to de-
cide over the future specifica-
tions of the Aakash 2 tablets.
We must realise that the
government is to invest bil-
lidnsvofsdolaxs-dor National
for - Education
through ICT. The next up-

graded versicn of the Aakash
tablet, also known as the
UbiSlate 7 has various im-
proved features such as Cor-
tex A8 — 700 MHz processor
and a 3,200 mAh battery. The
UbiSlate 7+ would run on An-
droid 2.3 Gingerbread plat-
form; would have GPRS, Wi-
Fi connectivity and support
for 3G modems. It would have
two full-sized USB ports that
are integrated into the unit for
connecting pen-drives, exter-
nal keyboards, web-cams and
dongles. The UbiSlate 7 is
likely to see more usability in
the rural India. The Aakash 2
would cost Rs 2,999, which is
certainly not a bad deal.

However, the larger issue is
supply of content material for
schools and colleges. Someone
has to put in enormous time
and money te create these in
Open Source environment
and the government has to ad-
dress this issue on its own or
bring in private education con-
tent providers in the picture,
We need to establish such
standards for these contents
that would form a benchmark
across India. All these tasks
need well defined frame work
for doing of bended contents
and meticulous planning for
creation of repository in cloud
environment and also for last
leg connectivity through tie up
with various telcos.

It seems that the govern-
ment is caught up on supply of
Aaakash tablets. It must qui-
ckly resolve the concerned is-
sues and address aspects re-
lated to contents and their de-
livery to students. Otherwise,
we would be doing the same
mistake when we launched in
September 2004 education
satellite first and then started
working on its usage.

arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com

bine v {The writer is: formens
chairman of UGC and former:
VC of University of Pune)
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HC tells Centre
to file report on
Facebook, Google

New Delhi: The Delhi high court on
Tuesday asked the Centre to file itsreport
according sanction to prosecute 21 web-
sites, includ ing Faceboolk, Google, Yahoo
and Microsaoft, for allegedly promoting
enmity between classes and causing prej-
udice tonational integrat ion.

Social media not above
the law, says Sibal

nicn telecom and information

technology minister Kapil Sibal on
Tuesday ruled cutany plantocensor social
miedia, but said the companies need to
obey the lawofthe land. The comments
came in the backdropof aDelhicourt's
orderaskingsocial and networking media
sites like Facebook, Twitter, Google etc to
remove cbhjectionable contents, me

“Nou file the report tomorrow™ Jus-
tice Suresh Kait asked the counsel forthe
Cenire and posted the peti tions of Google
India and Facebook India for further
hearing cn February 16, Out of 21 web-
sitessummaoned by atrial court foralleg-
edly promoting ermity between classes
and cansing prejudice to national inte
gration, Google India and Facebook In-
dia had moved the HC challenging the
summaonses to them on various grovnds
mncluding the one that they had no con-
trol on the contents posted by users on
theirwebsites, me
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Govt will not censor
social media: Sibal

But they have to obey laws of the country o

T.E Raja Simhan

Mumbai, Feb. 14
Mr Kapil Sibal, Union Minis-
ter for Communications and
Technology, on Tuesday cat-
egorically said that the gov-
ernment will not censor the
social media.

“I want to say once and for
all, without any obfuscation,
no Government in India will
ever censor social media,” Mr
Sibal said while inaugurating
the three-day Nasscom India
Leadership Forum starting
on Tuesday.

“I never wanted to censor
social media and no govern-
ment wants to do so. But like
the print and electronic
media, they have to obey the
laws of the country,” he said.

Mr Sibal in December met
leading social networking
firms such as Google, Face-
book and Twitter to suggest
ways for effective usage of
these social platforms.

RS LO0OO-CR FUND

Mr Sibal later talking to
newspersons said that the
Government plans to setup a
Rs1,000-crore fund as part of

Mr Kapil Sibal, Minister of Communications and IT, at the

inaugural session of the ‘India Leadership Forum' organised by
Nasscom in Mumbai on Tuesday. — Paul Noronha

the electronics devicesmanu-
facturing policy. This policy
envisages creating 200 elec-
tronics clusters with a 10-
year stable fax regime as in-
centive ' for it, The
Government also proposes to
clear an Electronic Service
Delivery Bill in the next cou-
ple of months., This with

mandate all governmentor-
ganisations to deliver public
services through the elec-
tronic mode, he said.

NEW TELECOM POLICY

Mr Sibal also announced that

National Telecom Policy

would be unveiled in April.
raja@thehindu.co.in
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Obama felicitates Amartya

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tas

Washington: The first Indian la-
minary to visit the White House is
dimly recorded in history It is
thoughttobethe mystic Paraham-
=8 Yogananda, who was received
by President Calvin Coolidge at
1600, Pennsylvania Avenue on Ja-
nuary 24, 1927, No such doubts at-
tend the presence in the White
House of latter day saints from n-
dia and students of Indian-origin:
It is recorded in audio and video,
webeasts and photo galleries.

On Monday night, Nobel lan-
reate Amartya Sen became the lat-
est Indian luminary to be feted at
the White House when President
Obama presented him with the TS
Mational Medal for Humanities, a
limelight he shared with among
athers, the actor Al Pacino, who
oot a Mational Medal for Arts.

8en joins a growing list of dis-
finguished Indian academicians

Indiz-bom Mobel laureate Amartya Sen
receives the Mational Medal of Arts and
Humanities atthe White House on Tues-
day from President Barack Obama for
his efforts to increase the under-
standing of fighting hunger and poverty

who have been honored by Obama,
mcluding three India-born schol-
ars — New York University's
Srinivasa S R Vardhan, Purdue
University's Rakesh Agarwal,

‘Don’t look for skilled

workers in India, China’

5 President Barack Cbamahas said

that hedoesnotwant WS companies
tolookforskilled and educated workers
inIndiaand Chinain fields like
engineering, technology and science, To
prevent that, Cbamasaid, he wantsto
give theschool and teachers the
resourcestheyneedto train and
educated students inthe US. “Employers
today are looking for most skilled,
educated workers. ldon'twantthemto
find themin India or China. lwant
businessestofind thoseworkers right
hereinthelUs," Cbamasaid after
sending the annual budgetary proposals
forthe fiscal 2013 tothe Congress. eni

and North Carolina State Unive-
risty's B Jayant Baliga — who
were presented the National Med-
al for Science and Technology late
last vearn

I T-B’S single-seater getting final tweaks for

competition

MUMBALI: As the dust settles at the gymkhana ground at the Indian Institute of TechnologyBombay, a group of
students look on in pride towards a little, fast-moving vehicle.
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: . - ZIHT PHOTO
Students involved in the pI’OjeCt and M&M’S automotive sector pre5|dent Pawan Goenka (second from left)
gather around NRB Prithvi 3.0, the single-seater to compete at the national level.

The sturdy, single-seater car — the brainchild of a team of 60 students from different departments at the
institute — will be competing against 80odd cars from various institutes across India at a student automobile
engineering competition next week.

The Rs 2.5-lakh car built since March 2011 is now being tweaked in the final few days before the team heads
off to showcase it at the Baja Student Autombile Engineering Competition in Indore starting from February 17.
This is the group’s third entry at the competition.

“This year we have designed a better break system, the car is lighter, it has better steering and is also better
looking,” said Sonam Motwani, 21, a third year student from the aerospace engineering department involved in
the project. “We are looking forward to coming first,” said Motwani, quietly confident.

The automobile has been built from scratch, except for the engine. Named NRB Prithvi 3 and shooting around
at 60 kmph, the car weighs 220 kg, a weight reduction of 30% compared to the group’s previous car. The car
runs on petrol and has a mileage of 10km per litre.

“It’s a very lightweight all-terrain vehicle, and we are confident about our car this year,” said Pratik Chinchole,
21, a metallurgy department student.

Students from different departments have worked on the car together, bringing their expertise from mechanical
engineering to electrical engineering. The cost of the car was borne through donations from sponsors.

The same group is also looking ahead to its next challenge — building their first electrica Formulal student car
for a competition in the UK.
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A gathering with a difference

This weekend a global meet of the first decade alumni of Jawaharlal Nehru
University will reflect on the premier institution’s past, present and future

Urvashi Sarkar

Jawahartal Nehru University
is gearing up for a unique and
special event. Come Satur-
day, February 18, the univer-
sity will play host to its
students who were enrolled
in the university from 1969-
1982, roughly the first decade
of its establishment.

One of the country’s pre-
mier institutions for higher
learning, teaching and re-
search, JNU'’s alumni present
a formidable force in society
and the university alumni list
reads like a veritable who's
who, comprising women and
men who have made their
mark in fields ranging from

et}

will it evolve in the next two
or three decades? Even with-
in university circles, such a
thinking process is already
underway.”

“The University: JNU and
its role in India today” will
form the topic of the panel
discussion while Romila Tha-
par, Professor Emeritus, JNU
will deliver a talk on what the
vision was for the university
when it started.

Most students have a deep
sense of gratitude to their al-
ma mater and for its contri-
bution in their growth as
individuals. JNU students are
no different and take pride in
their association with the
university; they possess a

|
EDUCATION AND ACTION: Jawaharlal University has always been known
Jor its vibrant student participation. PHOTO: ANU PUSHKARNA

academics, politics and ad-
ministration to entrepre-
neurship, media and social
activism.

Alumni from countries  JNU'S alumni present a formidable force in society and the

strong sense of affiliation. So-
hail Hashmi, also an organis-
ing committee member and a
trustee of SAHMAT said: “All
of us from JNU owe a lot to

such as Australia, Scotland,
Bahrain, Switzerland, United

PART OF THE ALUMNI: CPI (M)’s Sitaram

Yechury talking to a student gathering in JNU.
PHOTO: R.V.MOORTHY

Arab Emirates, United States,
Saudi Arabia gnd other coun-
tries will participate in the
meet, which is being orga-
nised by a loosely-structured
group, the “Global INUites.”
Group coordinator Chan-
drashekhar Tibrewal said:
“The larger aim of the meet is
to pave the way for a series of
discussion on the role of uni-
versities in society. Another
objective is to create a corpus
of funds for use by INU and to
pocl our resources for sec-
ondary issues in the universi-
ty which are not usually
funded by general resources.”

Those expected to attend
include CPI (M) leader Sit-
aram Yechury, Nationalist
Congress Party leader D.P.
Tripathi, BJP spokesperson
Nirmala Sitharaman, Naz

university alumni list reads fike a veritable who's who

Foundation founder Anjali
Gopalan, Centre for the Study
of Developing Societies se-
nior fellow Yogendra Yadav
and Centre for Social Re-
search director Ranjana Ku-
mari.

Part of the organising com-
mittee and Professor in the
School of Social Sciences,
Geetha Nambissan, added:
“The alumni from the first
decade will reflect on what
should be done for the uni-
versity. To this end, a panel
will be organised in which
discussions will take place on
the university’s first decade.
Ways to contribute to the
university given the current
context of the university and
the larger debates surround-
ing it will be chalked out. How
do we look at JNU and how

the university not just aca-
demically but also because of
our evelution as human be-
ings. The alumni meet will be
an effort to reassert the vision
of JNU.”

The advent of Internet
technology has meant that
alumni could be easily con-
tacted. -

“However, some of our
alumni have passed away. We
will have a short memorial
service for them. About 500-
600 alumni are expected. The
meet will provide an occasion
for students to reunite, remi-
nisce and share memories.
‘We might have a sort of mock
general body meeting -- it is
very much part of the JNU
tradition. Plans to organise
an annual alumni lecture se-
ries and publication of a se-
ries of these lectures in book
form will alse be discussed,”
Mr. Hashmi added.
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With the IIT-JEE and AIEEE exams approaching, aspiring engineering students need to stay focused,
plan a smart approach and remain calm and collected to crack these, says RAMESH BATLISH

appear for engineering entrance

exam m be it AIEEE or IIT-JEE,
Al Class XII students at present
must be busy revising their syllabus
for CBSE exam that are slated to begin
in the first week of March. These stu-
dents have lifelong dreams and aims
— to get admission into the best col-
lﬁmd universities, For some it is
admission to a medical college for oth-
ers it is engineering,

Engineering as & career has
attracted the students in a big way and
the large number of aspirants taking
the engineering exam is a proof of the
rise in demand. Engineering is a
multi-disciplined field with new dis-
ciplines and branches being added
with the advancement of science and
technology.

Students don't shy away from giv-
ing in their best. The rat race of “being
the best” have made students cross
their own best performance. They are
well aware that clearing the various
entrance exams is not a cake walk.
They need to come not only be pre-
pared academically but also be men-
tally prepared to sit for these exams.

Every student who wants to be an
engineer dreams of pursing the degree
from IIT. But it is very important to
understand that preparation for The
Indian Institute of Technology Joint
Entrance Examination (IIT-JEE)
requires rigorous hard-work as com-
petition for the limited seats at the
prestigious ]IT's is increasing year on
year. )

Nowadays, students start prepar-
ing as early as in Class IX. They take
special coaching to sit for the entrance
exams. The IIT-]EE or JEE is an annu-
al college entrance examination in the
country. It is one of the toughest engi-
neering entrance exams in the world
with a success rate of around 1 in 45.

Whereas, All India Engineering
and  Architecture Entrance
Examinations (AIEEE) is the largest
entrance exam in the world. It is the
famous exam for admission in engi-
neering or architecture bachelor
courses throughout.

Lakhs of students from all over the
country, participate in this exam to get
admission in the various reputed
NIT’s and State level institutes,

Candidates who qualify in the IIT-
JEE can apply for admission to the
BArch (Bachelor of Architecture),
BDes (Bachelor of Design), BTech
(Bachelor of Technology), dual degree
(Integrated Bachelor of Technology
and Master of Technology), Integrated
MSc (Master of Sciences) and
Integrated MSc (Tech) (Master of
Sciences and Technology) courses in
the various institutes.

SCOPE

Engineering is amongst the few
professions where creativity and inge-
nuity knows no bounds. Moreover, if

u are the one among those who look

or challenging opportunities than

probably, engineering is the most ideal
profession to opt for.

As a profession it offers a wide
range of career possibilities and
opportunities. From the design of
fighter planes to that of pacemakers
for hearts from boring holes deep in
the earth for the petrochemicals to
stepping on Mars, engineers play the
pivotal role.

Evcry year million of students

ELIGIBILITY

It is very important to know that
the candidates who are giving their
final exam of Class X1I in 2012 are eli-
gible to apply and the candidate can
appear twice in the joint entrance
exam that too should be in consecu-
tive years. The candidates who have
passed their Class XII exam from a
recognised board are also eligible to
sit for the exam.

POSITIVE ATTITUDE IS THE KEY

Itis advisable to stay focused and -

maintain a positive attitude. Frettin,
over the exam will not be helpful;
moreover will waste your time.
It is very important to develop
speed.

Do not overstress yourself, it is
important to sleep for five to six hours
every day, especially three-four days
before the exam to keep one physically
and mentally fit.

Short naps also help to regain
freshness, Students should avoid over-
sleeping during the day.

It is important to K)cus on weak
areas and improve upon your con-
cepts. Your mantra should be quality
of time and not the quantity.

the code
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Do not
‘' overstress
yourself. it is
important to
sleep six hours
every night,
especially
three to four
days hefore the
exam to keep
yourself
physically and
mentally fit
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® Students need to be focused for bet-
ter results, they should strictly follow
a well planned time schedule

A During practice sessions, one
should develop speed in working out
the questions

Make summary peints to remem-
ber all concepts topic wise and flag the
questions with twist, intermingling of
concepts requiring analytical skills.
This will help in quick revision cou-
ple of days before or even on the eve
of exam

B Student should aim at 100 per cent
hit rate. This means that all attempt-
ed questions are correct. This will
enable them to have a competitive
edge over others who will be left
behind in the race due to negative
marking on incorrect attempts

To reap benefits, student through-
out preparation period should remain
focused with a positive attitude to
study with utmost concentration, It is
quality of time spent and not the
quantity alone

B A short-break of 5 to 10 minutes
after every one and half hours of seri-
ous study is advisable

H Students should do yoga to devel-
op inner calm, poise, confidence,
power of concentration and spiritual
quotient needed for success in com-
petitive examination like IIT-JEE,
AIEEE. This will ultimately be of
immense help on the day of the exam
M It is advisable to reach exam cen-
tre at least 20 minutes early. Few dee
breaths on the seat in the hall W’lﬁ
ward-off nervousness

Speed and accuracy will help to fin-
ish the exam ahead of time, leaving
some time for revision

B Do not leave all hopes on the luck

factor, hard work and dedication is the
key to success

This year, the IIT-JEE and AIEEE
exams are slated for April 8 and April
29 respectively.

If you aspire to rake in a top rank
in esteemed university then this is the
right time to brush up your funda-
mentals skills and re-energise all
your efforts. To raise the bar and to
develop muscles, the weight is to be
lifted by the student himself,

The advent of globalisation and
liberalisation in the early 90s has
brought in revoluticnary change, The
engineers have the ability to bring
about an impactful change. They can
bring blueprints alive. They use a bar-
ren fand as a canvas and spill colors
to make a new painting, in name of
invention and latest technology.

(The author is head FIIT-JEE, Noida)
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